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Laws of Recycling
PARIS — Good design, even damaged by time, can becoma good again

A handiul of cutling-edge mdustrial designers here are focusing their current projects on refuse,
eithar gently repairing damaged products or, in some cases, exercising some exireme plastic
surgery — turming space heaters into floor lamps and broken planos into coffes tables

The irend gained steam at the Pans and Milan furniture fairs eardier this year, where a design
team known &35 5.5 set up @ makeshift fumniture hospital titled "Reanimata,” completa with waiting,
axamination and operating ropms. There, the 5.5 designers presented a first aid kit for fumiture,
including prosthetic chair iegs and visible back supports

“We use cur knowledge to increase the life expectancy of rejected pleces of furnfiure,” said
Anthany Lebossé, ene of the designars with 5.5 “imperfect obyects have a siory io tell.”

Industrial designers Haléne Autheman and Wiliad Bechiold also make sureé nothing goes 1o
wasie. Down a narmow passageway in Paris’ 15th arondisement, the duo recently opened a
workshop called Mobo where they convert discarded fumniture for new uses. Broken bistra chasrs
are repaired and painted, a sewing unit becomes a minibar and 8 decrapit cabinet gets covered
with fioral paper and outfilted with wheals,

“It's mot just about getting things to work again, it's about giving cbjects a new identity,” said
Autheman “Customass ke having custom-made fumniture at affordable prices ™

Meanwhile, Tramp, a boutique at 25 Rue du Rosiers in tha Marais disinct, takas a high-end
approach 1o recyeling

“We redesign objects (o become mare scphisticated than thelr onginal form,” said owner and
designer Jean-Frangols Labrun

In same cases, old fumiture is sémply raw maiesial for & new form. For exampée, Lebrun
convertad an old barber's chalr into a stylish leather lounger for 1,400 euros, or §1 681
Maanwhile, an old teacher's desk was transformed into an elegant commode for 2,485 euros, or
$3,000. — Emilie Marsh

Cerruti's 2nd Career

MILAN — Three years after taking his last bow on the runway, designer Nino Cerrufi s taking his
aesthetics and style 1o the world of interlor design through a collaboration with furniture
manufacturar Balerl ialla

“This project is about my concept of the home and how | view i, but | don't have the technical
sbilities to design fumiture,” Cemytl sald. *[Italian fashion] designers today talk too easily about
[combining] fashicn and design, but they have nothing in common, except that they are both
ancharad |n Milan and both are responding to people’s growing sense of aesthatics ™

The project comes at an opportune fime for Cemuti, who s set on mixing touches from the past
with modern elements as he rencvates his house outside Biella, in the north of taly

“The ground floor ks typical of a country house, with |ots of wood and whitewashed walls, but I've
added two diffarent hanging rugs, one with a traditional huniing scene, the ofher a Cubssi
painting,” he saxd. "My bedroom and studio on the second floor are modern and ail in yallow. |
enjoy the harmony of these two worlds "

According to Carrutl, furniture today is offen “too big” and does not easily fit into an average
apartment

“We want our furniture to be easily assembled, as people ara increasingly nomagic,” he said,
adding that Baier's furniture is sulted for interor and axterior spaces, and it also works for nolels,
waiting roomse and libraries

Baler| does nol employ wood — an “ecologically comect” choice, he said,
Baler itafia, founded in 1984 and based in Bargama, an hour from Milan, has werked with

designers such as Philippe Starck and Hannes Wettstein, and for companies such as the
Amencan Luminaire inc, Germuli said he's always bean interested in design as he's "been lucky




enough’ to see artists such as Vico Magistretti, Gae Aulenti and Antondo Citterso at work on his
prand stores and apartments

*| think there is still somathing interesting to say,” sad Cerruti, who sold his company to Fin par
In 2001, “As | did with my fashicn, | always ask myself, What do people wani? | am interested in
the real homa for real people.” — L.Z.

Design Award Nominees

NEW YORK — Marc Jacobs, Marciso Rodngues and Yeohlee Teng are finalists in the fashion
design category of the National Design Awards, the Smithsonian's Cooper-Hewitt National
Design Museum sald Thursday

This is the second year the awards, which ara sponsored by Coach, have included fashion
design as a category, having recognized Torn Ford at the eévent last year The museum also said
- Avaca Corp. will receive the Corporate Achievernent Award a1 the event an Oct 18in

Fania Gerani Manhattan. The Minneapciis-based beauly company, 3 subsidiary of The Estée Lauder Cos.. is
Pt Lot Ko being recognized for its attention 1o design in products and packaging, as well as its record of
environmanial responsibility.

Graphic designer Millon Glaser, a co-founder of New York magazine and the creator of iconic
images such as the cover of Bab Dylan's "Greatest Hits® album, the *| Love N.Y~ logo and the
interiors of Windows on the World and the Rainbow Roam, will receive the Lifetime Achievement
Aoward

Finaliata In the other award categones are James 5. Poishek of Polshek Parinership Architects
Jos Spear of HOK Sport + Venue + Event Architecture, Rafael Vifioly of Rafael Vifioly Architects
and Rick Joy of Rick Joy Architects for architecture design; @radical media, MTV Networks'
Diesign and Promos Department, and Second Story for communications deaign. Andropogon
Associates, Ned Kahn and Wilkam McDonough + Partners for environmental design, and Burd
Rutan, interface Inc. and Yves Behar for product design

A New Golf Hazard — lceberg Ahead

SAN GHOVAMNI IN MARIGNAND, ITALY — lcebarg. the Halian brand known for its colarful,
canoon-inspired pattems and edgy advertising, might seem an unlikely sponsor for a golf club
But with the opening last month of Rivieragolfciub by leeberg's creative director Paolo Gerani
the company is playing against its hip-hop image

“This is a young, fun place to meet with fiends and, though focused on golfing, it offers leisure
for the entire farmily,” said Gerani, noting thal a spa, soccer fields, tennis courts and a children's
playground — & Hansel-and-Gretel-style wooden house off the fislds — wera conceived to
enteriain those who are not engaged in goffing

A few minutes from the Adriatc beaches and popular nightlife spots, and nat far from the
headquarters of Gerani's family-owned manufaciunng company in San Giovanni in Mangnana
the Rivieragolfelub centens around a steel and glass building

“With the help of architect Marco Gaudenzi, we wanted the club to be part of the territory, with
refarences to water and Venice [further narth. also on the east coast of Halyl,” said Giancaria
Tiratti, & friend of Gerani's and a partner in the golf club project.

The property aiso fealures Suiles and Dungalows designed by 14 internatonal architects

*Each room reflacts the style and vision of each architect,” said Tirotti, noiing the rooms range

from one with & red padded bed nestiad in a dark wanga-wood structure (o anathar inspired by
Austin Powears, complete with plastc tables and tur rugs, to a third with an all-white minimatist

décor

The bunpalows ane SUrrouUNGed Dy private gardens and fenced in by ofive trees and hoim-0aks, &
stapia In tha region

Apart from the leebeng water bolties 20id al the restaurant and bar, there are no athar avident
signs of the brand at the Rivieragolfclub

*| don't believe in thal kind of aggressive marketing,” sald Gerani, whose personal touch comes
through in the choice of the restaurant's beautifully ernamental and hand-crafted candelabra and
cutlery — silver at lunch, gold-plated for dinner — ar the white lamps from Spain surrounding the

poal

Geranl and Tirotl Invested $14 million &n the resorl, and ptan o expand I between 2005 and
2008 with additional rooms. Also, the goll course, which currently covers 30 acres and has onfy
11 holes in operation, will eventually double its space — Luisa Zargani



